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University Collaboration Our intention is
renovate, repurpose or recycle 
community properties through 
conceptual visioning

Our value is
more potential for preservation 
more potential for sustained community
more focus of energies
develop a visual concept

Our method is
immersion in the community, 
participatory design
follow up support

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

Mattawa Government Road planning workhop 



We are
research and design faculty
advanced design students

§ Interior design
§ Landscape architecture
§ Architecture
§ Construction management

We do
CONCEPT with the community

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

Mattawa Government Road planning workhop



design process
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RCDI outreach works with a variety of initiatives 
over numerous semesters.

Most RCDI projects are crafted to have the 
majority of the work done within one 
semester’s studio.

RCDI provides additional support to the 
community to keep the projects moving 
forward in subsequent semesters.

The goal of RCDI is to work with a 
community to develop a concept.

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

Soap Lake parks & recreation planning workshop



What RCDI brings to the collaboration:

Collaboration provides a face to face connection with the community.  

A “doing with” approach as opposed to a “doing for” approach.

Engaged students and faculty

Wang, D., Vaux, D. and Xu, M. (2014) "Better Bowling: A "doing with" approach for design studio instruction and practice." Journal of Interior Design, (39)1, 33-45.
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Process
Site Visit - Ground Truthing
Asset mapping
Ethnography
Community Visioning Workshop
Concept design work
Concept design review with community
Concept design revisions
Deliverables tailored for the project
Evaluation and Assessment
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What the community brings to the collaboration:

Champions or Visionaries – individuals who lead the effort

Logistical support – individuals who pull the events together

Funding for transportation, meals, printing

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

Wang, D., Vaux, D. and Xu, M. (2014) "Better Bowling: A "doing with" approach for design studio instruction and practice." Journal of Interior Design, (39)1, 33-45.



What the community brings to the collaboration:

Open to all ideas

Open to all community members

Open to diverse points of view

Avoid hidden agendas

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative



Ideation | what do you need to know about your community’s vision of its future? 

Consider the focus topic for a design workshop 
revitalize downtown, develop storefront character, repurpose vacant spaces, 
renovate/repurpose existing buildings, develop trail and park system, 
build a commercial community kitchen, develop a historic walking tour ….

Why do you think such a project would benefit your community? 

Consider your local resources in people and services.

Consider how your community will invest and contribute 
to the success of the project. 

Be open to new ideas

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative



recent projects:

Rosalia, WA Commercial Community Kitchen
Electric City Regional Nature Trails|Ice-Age Flood 
Colfax, WA Community Enrichment Center
Mattawa, WA Main Street design
Colton, WA Bike trail between Colton and Uniontown
Hartline, WA Adaptive Re-use of 20th Century School
LaCrosse, WA Pop-up Visitor Center 
St. John, WA Community History Museum

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

focus on the 
community-based question to 

develop a concept



Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats
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benefit your community



local resources | Bring people together

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe Village planning workshop



local resources | asset mapping

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

Seacoast Skill Sharing

abcdinstitute.org



process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative

public restroom, Ichihara Japan
design | Sou Fujimoto 

be open to new ideas

© photo by Iwan Baan used with permission



Mirror House Central Park, Copenhagen
design |MLRP Architects
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inspired by precedent



beach trail
Kilcreggan Public Beach  Scotland, Proposed

design | Gaffney Architects
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Infinite Bridge, Aarhus, Denmark
design | Gjode & Povlsgaard Arkitekter
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inspired by precedent
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Lydham, Shropshire England
design | Phillipa Lawrence
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inspired by precedent



WAKE Franconia Sculpture Park, Minnesota
design | Michael McGIllis

used with permission
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inspired by precedent



What the RCDI brings to the collaboration:

Concept design for the community-based problem

Concept visuals that allows the entire community to 
participate and weigh in on the vision

Making connections with design practice to further the project

What we do not do:
Drawings for construction

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative
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Sauk-Suiattle Indian Tribe Village planning workshop

Mattawa Government Road planning workhop



Process

Site Visit - Ground Truthing
Ethnography
Community Visioning Workshop
Concept design work
Concept design review with community
Concept design revisions
Deliverables tailored for the project
Evaluation and Assessment

process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiative



process & opportunities Rural Communities Design Initiativeground truthing

Objective: To provide students with sufficient knowledge of concerns for the site design.
To provide a foundation for students' site inventory, site analysis, and conceptual design 
phases. Focus on analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats/Constraints.

Electric City ground-truthing



TOLEDO WA downtown streetscape conceptCommunity visioning workshop

Objective: To provide students with sufficient knowledge of concerns for the site design.
To provide a foundation for students' site inventory, site analysis, and conceptual design 
phases. Focus on analysis of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats/Constraints.



TOLEDO WA downtown streetscape conceptDesign review with community

Objective: Students develop the community 
ideas into visual images and written 
documents. The community reviews the work 
and discusses the next steps and desired 
revisions. The goal is to create visual images 
and written documents to enable the 
community to move the project forward.



TOLEDO WA downtown streetscape conceptDesign review with community



Mattawa WA main street character and pedestrian safetyDeliverables tailored to the project

DRAFT

a community | university collaboration

Rural Communities Design Initiative
School of Design and Construction

Washington State University

Mattawa, 
Washington 
Government Road 
Development Project 
2016

Results of community workshops held 12.05.15 and 04.23.16



Mattawa WA main street character and pedestrian safetyDeliverables tailored to the project



Soap Lake WA downtown streetscape concept



Soap Lake WA downtown streetscape concept



Soap Lake WA downtown streetscape concept



Uniontown WA artisan barn event space concept



Bonners Ferry ID library and education concept



Bonners Ferry ID library and education concept

BOUNDARY COUNTY LIBRARY
Plan a---Channel Into The Future

a b i g a i l   -   a s h l e y   -   a n d r e w   -   n i c k i   -   m i r a n d a   -   c o r i   -   s t e v e   -   k e l i   -   j o s e   -   j i l l i a n  

Third Floor               Scale: 3/64”= 1’-0”

Second Floor               Scale: 3/64”= 1’-0”   

First Floor               Scale: 3/64”= 1’-0” 

Basement               Scale: 3/64”= 1’-0”

Site Plan

OPTION A | EXISTING BUILDING
Channel into the Future plans for the retention and remodel of the 
extant library building, along with an atrium and West Wing addition. 
Drawing on the historical integrity of the Bonners Ferry’s river, the new 
constructions form and interior will symbolically suggest the transition 
from old to new and thus Bonners Ferry moving into the future. It 
will provide a new community center that welcomes all ages with new 
facilities and opportunities, as well as a place to gather, relax, enjoy and 
learn. The Boundary County library aims to become your third place. 
Third place is a separate space from home or workplace located within 
a person’s community to provide social connectivity and identity. Third 
places play an important role in civil society, democracy, civic engagement, 
and establishing feelings of a sense of place. It helps bring the community 
together and create a coherent unity.

Codes & Classification

Occupancy Type 
Assembly Group A: A-3 occupancy library
Business Group B: B occupancy 
Educational occupancies for students 
above the 12th grade
Storage Group S: S occupancy for books 
and paper in rolls or packs

Building Type: Type 5 Stick Frame
Fire Wall
For A&B occupancies: 2 hours fire resis-
tance rating is required
For F2 occupancies: 2 hours fire resistance 
rating is required

Fire Separation
The fab lab must have a 1 hour separa-
tion from all assembly areas if the area 
is not sprinkled and non if it is. It also 
must have a 2 hours separation from 
Group B occupancies if it is non-sprin-
kled and 1 hour if it isn’t (see ground 
level floor plan). Group B occupancies 
must also have a 1 hour separation from 
Group A  occupancies if it is non-sprinkled 
and 2 hours if it isn’t  (relevant on level 
one; existing building).

View of Balcony

View of Atrium

View of Exterior

Section                          Scale: 1/32”=1’-0”

BENEFITS
Existing building is kept: the building 
would be cosmetically resurfaced to 
connect to the new addition.
Atrium creates a third place : the 
connection to the existing building 
and the new addition provides a strong 
design concept, creating a channel into 
the future and a place to connect the 
community to information and provide a 
conversation space.

Grade changes
because the basement grade of the existing 
building is not level to the lot, some additional 
measures would need to take place to create 
efficient circulation: excavation under the 
atrium and parking garage to permit elevator 
access to the existing building. stairs and ramps 
will need to be added to the entrance and back 
doors of the atrium and the parking garage to 
meet ADA standards.

OCCUPANCY LOAD
Fablab: 8
Atrium: 58
Digital Lab: 28
Ground Floor: 58

Community Workshop

We went to Boundary county and have a meeting 
with executives from library,  Northern Idaho 
College (NIC), University of Idaho, and Boundary 
County Economic Development (BEDC). We are 
separated into different groups in order to go 
with different representatives and understand 
theirs needs and current facility. I felt like this 
kind of community workshop help us have a better 
acknowledgment of client and their perspective. 
Going down there in person let us understand 
the spirit of the town and their expectation of 
the library of the future. Each team get together 
at the end and identify the design problems and 
requirements of clients. Although we were not able 
to visit every single facility in person, the discussion 
and presentation from each group lets us understand 
different clients’ needs.

Paint Schemes
Children’s spaces: Ryegrass, Jonquil, Knockout Orange, 
and Cloudburst
Adult space: Green Glaze, Fired Brick, and Ryegrass
Office and class rooms: Green Glaze, Jonquil, and 
Romaine
Fab lab/ Makerspaces: Green Glaze and Cloudburst

Library (Second Floor): 
45
Library (Third Floor):53
Classrooms: 35-50
Total: 450



LaCrosse WA pop-up visitor center and ice-age flood exhibit



LaCrosse WA pop-up visitor center and ice-age flood exhibit

| student work |  
Christie Andresen

Sharla Thiesen
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LaCrosse WA pop-up visitor center and ice-age flood exhibitDeliverables tailored to the project

| student work |  
Laurel Swaney

Yuriva Bueno
Abigail Metcalf
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