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Your Local Historic 

Preservation Plan.

“Is that really a thing?” 

2016 IACC Conference

October 19, 2016

Wenatchee

So,  why do local preservation planning?

• Aids your community in reaching its vision, 
goals and policies for the future

• Supports adherence to preservation, 
planning and environmental statutes

• Conveys information to your community 
about what is significant &

worthy of preservation

• Brings predictability to the

development process

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966:

It is the responsibility of the SHPO to:

“cooperate with…local governments, and 
organizations and individuals to ensure that 
historic properties are taken into consideration at 
all levels of planning and development; ”

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

It is the responsibility of the SHPO to:

“prepare and implement a comprehensive 
statewide historic preservation plan;”

Growth Management Act (GMA)  

Statewide Goal 13:

“Identify and encourage the 

preservation of lands, sites, and 

structures that have historical, cultural, 

and archaeological

significance.”

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)  

...the state and its citizens may:

“preserve important historic, cultural, 

and natural aspects of our national 

heritage;”…THE 
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Shoreline Management Act (SMA)

the [shoreline master] programs shall 

include when appropriate…:

“An historic, cultural, scientific, and 

educational element for the protection 

and restoration of buildings, sites, and 

areas having historic, cultural, 

scientific, or educational values;”

State Historic Preservation Plan 2014-19:

Public participation process: What we heard

 Historic preservation happens at the local level.

 People engage more with historic preservation the 

closer it is to home.

 Preservation is economic development/sustainability.

 Stronger relationships with planners, tribes, agencies, 

elected officials, etc.

 More incentives.

 Better access to data, i.e. economic benefits.

 More/better communication to broader audiences.

Local Elected Officials said…

• 100% will take action on 3 or more policy measures 

related to preservation in 2 to 5 years.

• Most common policy action was support for preservation 

in comprehensive plans & policies.

• 100% saw the connection between preservation and other 

local planning/land use issues.

• “It is important to integrate historic preservation with land 

use plan updates.”

• “Better information/understanding of connection regarding 

importance of archaeological requirements.”

• “I think it is important for state, regional and local 

governments to work together to preserve history and 

promote education and preservation efforts.”

From Getting the Future Right: The 

Washington State Historic Preservation 

Plan 2014-10

Goal 1. Enhance communities 

by actively engaging historic 

preservation with other forces 

shaping our environment.

Goal 2. Engage a broad spectrum of 

the public in preservation; improve 

access to information.

Goal 3. Strengthen policies and 

planning processes to enhance informed 

and cross-disciplinary decision-making 

for managing cultural and historic 

resources. 
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What to include in your local historic 

preservation plan:

• Vision: Historic Resources are integral to the City’s overall 

goals and objectives. 

• Goals: A Livable Community with a Strong Sense of History.

• Policies: Integrate cultural and historic resources into 

community planning efforts.

• Objectives: Promote the Economic Benefits of Historic 

Rehabilitation by Facilitating Commercial Building Rehabs.

• Actions/Tasks/Strategies: Provide tools to encourage 

cooperation between advocates for historic preservation and 

sustainability. 

• Timeframes

• Responsibilities

Others…

• Background to the Plan & what has been achieved

• Identify important themes, patterns, & trends in the 

community’s past

• Assessment of existing cultural & historic resource data

• Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats

• Identify existing and potential partnerships

• Education/Outreach/Interpretation

• Disaster planning: preparedness, response, recovery

• The preservation toolkit (i.e. CLG, incentives, design 

guidelines, etc.)

Your historic preservation plan is Not: 

• A history book

• Photographs of old buildings

• A Silo
Thank You!!

Greg Griffith

Department of Archaeology & Historic 

Preservation

Greg.griffith@dahp.wa.gov

360-586-3073

www.dahp.wa.gov

Case Study: Tacoma

A textbook example

Tacoma Goals: 

• A Livable Community with a Strong Sense of 

History

• A Sustainable Community Supported by 

Preservation Efforts

• An Economically Vibrant Community Supported by 

Preservation Activities

• Preservation is Integral to Other Community Goals 

and Policies

• Historic Resources are Integral Features of the 

Public Realm

mailto:Greg.griffith@dahp.wa.gov
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Tacoma Policies: 

• Preserve archaeological resources as part of Tacoma’s rich 

history

• Integrate Tacoma’s historic resources into community 

planning efforts

• Include sustainability objectives in an update to the City’s 

historic design guidelines

• Leverage the economic opportunities provided by Tacoma’s 

historic resources

• Incorporate new trends and issues in preservation and 

neighborhood conservation

• Integrate historic preservation policies into citywide 

planning efforts
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Your Local Historic 

Preservation Plan

(and how it can make your life easier!)

2016 IACC Conference - Wenatchee 

Historic Resource Types

Historic Preservation Program

Woodinville

Issaquah

Shoreline

North Bend

Residential

Historic Preservation Program

Kent

Auburn

Renton

Bellevue

Commercial

Historic Preservation Program

Seattle

Colvos

Kent

Redmond

Agricultural

Historic Preservation Program

Vashon

Vincent
Neuwakum

Industrial

Historic Preservation Program

Cedar River Watershed

Seattle

Cedar Falls

Snoqualmie
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Railroad

Historic Preservation Program

Snoqualmie

Valley

Wellington

Snoqualmie

Other Transportation

Historic Preservation Program

Redmond
Boeing Field

South Park
Fall City

Landscape

Historic Preservation Program

Seattle

Snoqualmie

Taylor

Recreation

Historic Preservation Program

Des Moines

Redmond

Preston

Archaeology

Historic Preservation Program

Auburn

Vashon

Legal Basis for Considering 

Historic Resources

Historic Preservation Program

Regulatory frameworks:

• Federal – NEPA, NHPA

• State – SEPA, EO 0505, archaeology regulations

• County – SEPA, KC Code 20.62, Executive 

Procedures

• Special districts – SEPA, other

• Cities – SEPA, other
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Historic Preservation Program

National Park Service Historic 

Preservation Planning Goals

• Strengthen the integration of historic preservation into 

broader public policy and land use planning.

• Increase opportunities for broad-based and diverse 

public participation.

• Expand knowledge and skills in historic preservation 

planning.

• Assist governments and agencies in carrying out 

inclusive preservation planning programs responsive to 

their own needs and concerns.   

King County Regional

Historic Preservation 

Program

Purpose of the King County Historic 

Preservation Program

Identify

Evaluate

Protect

Enhance 

historic properties

and

Sustain historic community character

Historic Preservation Program

An Incentive Based Program

Landmark property owners are eligible for a variety of 
incentives:

• Current use taxation for historic properties

• Special valuation tax program 

• Brick and mortar grants

• Special consideration under the building code

• Historic plaques

• Technical assistance

Historic Preservation Program

King County Comprehensive Plan

King County shall work with cities to protect and enhance 

historic resources within the city boundaries and 

annexation areas.  The county shall advocate for and 

actively market its historic preservation services to 

agencies and cities that could benefit from such services

Historic Preservation Program

Current Interlocal Agreements

Skykomish

Redmond

Kirkland

Snoqualmie

Woodinville

Carnation

Auburn
Black Diamond

Des Moines

Issaquah

Kenmore

Maple Valley
North Bend

Newcastle

Shoreline

Kent

Seattle

Sammamish

Historic Preservation Program

Tukwila

Enumclaw

Burien
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Why an ILA?

• Compliance with growth management regulations for 

historic preservation

• Cost efficient delivery of professional services

• Preservation and enhancement of significant aspects of 

local history

• Protection and enhancement of key elements of 

community character

• Access to incentives for property owners

• Access to state and federal funding sources for 

preservation

• Basis for tourism development programs

Historic Preservation Program

Historic Preservation 

Planning Activities

Survey and Inventory 

Identifies significant historic resources and provides data on 

resource type throughout the county.

Historic Preservation Program

Heritage Tourism

An important part of 

a diverse rural economy

Historic Preservation Program

Sustainability & Green Building 

• Reduces landfill waste, 

operating costs and the 

demand for new materials & 

infrastructure

• Utilizes embodied energy

• Enhances property values & 

quality of life

• Increases employment

Historic Preservation Program

Harborview Hall, Seattle

Annual Awards Program

Historic Preservation Program

Great opportunity for 

education and outreach.
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Downtown Revitalization

Storefront Studio

University of Washington

Vashon

Fall City

Historic Preservation Program

Heritage Corridors Program

Seattle to

Walla Walla Road

Historic Preservation Program

Funding Opportunities

Federal Financial Incentives

• Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits

• New Markets Tax Credits

• National Trust for Historic 

Preservation

• USDA Rural 

Development Program

Historic Preservation Program

State Financial Incentives

• Valerie Sivinski Washington 

Preserves Fund

• Heritage Barn Grant Program

• Heritage Capital Projects Fund

• WSDOT Transportation 

Enhancement Program

• WA Dept of Commerce 

CDBG Program 

Historic Preservation Program

County Financial Incentives

• Special Valuation Tax Program

– Major rehabilitations

– Reduction in tax assessment for 10 

years

• Current Use Taxation Program

– Open space requirements

– Reduction in tax assessment in 

perpetuity

• 4Culture Grant Programs

• Heritage Barn Grant Program

Historic Preservation Program
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Some Specific Examples

Ocapek Farm

Historic Preservation Program

Wildlife habitat restoration 

required removal of 

historic structures.

Anderson Farm

Issaquah

Historic Preservation Program

Stream restoration and 

park development 

resulted in delayed work 

and additional cost.

Seana Farm

Historic Preservation Program

Flood prone historic structures 

raised in part with FEMA 

funding. 

Sutherland’s Store

Historic Preservation Program

Rezoning required to 

allow for residential 

rehabilitation.

Historic Residence Ordinance

Kirkland

Allows subdivision of lot if historic 

house is retained.

Historic Preservation Program
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Marymoor Park

Historic Preservation Program

Heavily 

programmed public 

park on very 

significant historic 

and archaeological 

site.

Historic Preservation/Cultural Resources could 

(and should) be part of any of the following:

• Annexation

• Shoreline

• Climate change

• Disaster resiliency

• Building/Energy code

• Land conservation

• Economic development 

• Housing policies

• Transfer of development rights

• Green building

• Agriculture

Historic Preservation Program

• Comprehensive plans

• Asset management

• Park master plans

• Capital projects

• Zoning code

• Transportation

• Road improvements

• Regional trails

• Urban growth area

• Wastewater treatment

• Development standards

Questions?

Todd Scott, Preservation Architect

todd.scott@kingcounty.gov

kingcounty.gov/landmarks

mailto:todd.scott@kingcounty.gov
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