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The Department of Commerce touches every aspect of community 
and economic development. We work with local governments, 
businesses and civic leaders to strengthen communities so all 
residents may thrive and prosper.
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Background and Program Purpose

• The Energy Efficiency Program began as the 
competitive Jobs Act grant program in 
2010, with a $50 million appropriation to 
help make higher educational facilities and 
K-12 public schools more energy efficient

• The program has expanded to include local 
Government, state agencies, Tribes and 
funding for solar projects



Competitive Grant Scoring Criteria

Grants to reduce energy use in the built 
environment are determined through a 
competitive process, based on the 
following criteria and scored on:
• Energy savings (the higher the energy 

savings, the higher the score)
• Leverage ratio (the higher the ratio of 

non-state funds to state funds, the 
higher the score)



What Funds Can Be Used  for Non-State Leverage?

Local Governments may use the following non-
state funds as leverage/match:
• Local Option Capital Asset Lending (LOCAL) 

through the Office of the State Treasurer
• Utility incentives
• Private lenders
• Local and federal funds
• Non-state appropriated funds



What Funds Cannot be used as Leverage?

• Any funds that originated as an 
appropriation from the Legislature.

• These funds cannot be used to 
supplant other funds obtained through 
the private sector – e.g. payoff loans)



What will a grant help to pay for?

• HVAC
• Boilers
• Heat Pumps
• Pumps & Motors
• Controls
• Street Lighting
• Energy Management Systems
• Water conservation
• Solar Arrays
• ESCO and/or Engineering Company Fees
• DES Project Management Fees
• State and Local Taxes

























How Do I Apply?   Online with ZoomGrants!







Important Information to Keep in Mind

• Revised program guidelines will be available on the 
Energy Efficiency and Solar Grants program website as 
soon as practicable once the program is funded in a new 
capital budget

• Applications must be submitted using the ZoomGrants
web application tool linked through the Commerce 
Energy Efficiency and Solar Grants program website

• There will likely be either a 10% or possibly a 20% set 
aside for small cities and towns (population under 5,000) 
in a new state capital budget



Questions and your feedback please…

What can we do to improve the 
program?

What is working well and what is not 
working so well?
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