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Pedestrian & Bicycle Program and Safe Routes to School Overview

Past application review criteria & new legislative direction
What might change?

Questions and discussion about potential changes



Active Transportation Funding Programs

Funding used for:
= Linear pedestrian facilities such as sidewalks and trails
= Linear bicyclist facilities such as bike lanes and cycle tracks
= Crossing improvements such as flashing beacons, bike boxes, and roundabouts
= Speed management treatments such as speed humps and traffic safety cameras

= Education and Encouragement Activities

Who is this for?
Public Agencies & Tribes

Next opportunity?
Call for projects early 2022

How do we learn more?
Webinar in January
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Pedestrian and Bicycle Program
= Eliminate pedestrian and bicyclist fatal and serious injury traffic crashes.

» Increase the availability of connected, low traffic stress, pedestrian and
bicyclist facilities for all ages and abilities.

» Increase the number of people that choose to walk and bike for
transportation. . ‘
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Pedestrian and Bicycle Program

» Funded by: Multimodal state funds

= Estimated funds: $18.3 million per biennium

= Open to: All public agencies in WA

= See WSDOT Active Transportation Programs webpage
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Safe Routes to School Program
» Eliminate all traffic crashes involving children walking or biking to
school.

» Build connected networks of pedestrian and bicyclist facilities for
children within two miles of a school (based on road distance).

= |ncrease the number of children who walk or bike to school.
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Safe Routes to School Program

» Funded by: Multimodal state and FHWA funds

= Estimated funds: $19 million per biennium

= Open to: All public agencies in WA

= See WSDOT Active Transportation Programs webpage
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Biennial Cycle

Even Years:
= Call for projects
= Public agencies & tribes submit applications
= Competitive review process
=  Submit ranked list to legislature
Odd Years:
» Legislature sets funding level
» Award projects
= State collision analysis
= Qutreach to cities, counties and tribes for next cycle
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SRTS: What does the competition look like?

Safe Routes to School Program Funding Requested and Awarded

Total Funding

$90 Million Request

$60 Million

$30 Million Total Amount
Awarded

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021
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PBP: What does the competition look like?

Pedestrian and Bicycle Program Funding Requested and Awarded

$90 Million Total Funding
Request
$60 Million
30 Million o
® '(;m;é}ﬂ";on Total Amount
r Awarded

2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021
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Past Application Review Criteria

Criteria use to evaluate and prioritize applications:

— Safety

— Equity

— Value

— Project Quality

— Deliverability/Other
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Legislative Direction 2021-2023

« Consider high-need areas, as defined by the percentage of the
children eligible to receive free and reduced-price meals, when
evaluating project proposals.

* Inits 2021 annual report to the legislature, include recommended
changes to the pedestrian safety/safe routes to school grant program
application and selection processes to increase utilization by a greater
diversity of jurisdictions.
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Statute for Equity Changes to the Programs

HEAL Act (Healthy Environment for All) Act - Senate Bill 5141 Session Law

» Reduce environmental and health disparities in WA and improve the
health of all residents.

» Incorporate environmental justice principles into decision processes
for grants.

» Make technical assistance available for communities that may be new
to receiving agency grant funding.

» Establish a goal of directing 40 percent of grants and expenditures
that create environmental benefits to vulnerable populations and
overburdened communities.
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Active Transportation Funding Programs

Statute for Equity Changes to the Programs

HEAL Act (Healthy Environment for All) Act - Senate Bill 5141 Session Law

= Equitable distribution - a fair and just, but not necessarily equal
allocation intended to mitigate disparities in benefits and burdens that
are based on current conditions, including existing legacy and
cumulative impacts

= Vulnerable population — population groups that are more likely to be
at higher risk for poor health outcomes, to include but not limited to
racial and ethnic minorities and low-income populations.

This presentation will use “equity emphasis areas” to
refer to places where there are equitable distribution
and vulnerable populations concerns
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Did prior criteria help us focus on equity?

Comparison of 2021-2023 applications received and awarded where
projects focused on equity emphasis areas

Safe Routes to School Program

Applications Received: 125 total, less than 40% focused on equity emphasis areas
Awarded Projects: Over half in equity emphasis areas

Pedestrian and Bicycle Program

Applications Received: 107 total, 12% addressed equity emphasis areas

Awarded Projects: Almost 40% of awarded projects were in equity emphasis areas
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Summary of Expectation

Legislative direction asks us to:

» Increase utilization of the program by a greater
diversity of jurisdictions
» Provide an equitable distribution of program resources
to projects that serve
= people of color
= |ow-income populations

equitable = fair and just, but not
necessarily equal

7 WSDOT 16



What might change?

Safety
Equity

Value

» Relative weighting of existing criteria
= |tems considered under a given criteria : :
_ _ Project Quality
= The way certain projects are funded for Deliverability/Other

development and construction

= Whether portions of available funding are set
aside for

= Certain categories of applicants
= Certain categories of need
= Certain types of projects

[ Did you get your survey? }

17
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What might change?

[ The way certain projects are funded for development and construction }

Currently:

» most successful applications are for construction (includes
design funding)

» PBP offers development/design-only option
» Focuses on producing shovel-ready projects
= Construction funding remains uncertain/competitive
What if:

» a project could compete for development funding in one
cycle and receive priority for construction funding in the

following cycle?  £qjjow-up: Would your feedback be
the same if such a program needed to
be more prescriptive in terms of
project type and design standards?
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What might change?

Portions of available funding are set aside based
on applicant type, need category or type of project.

Currently:
= All applicants compete for the same pool of funding.

= There are no thresholds assigned to certain criteria

What if a portion of funding were set aside for:
= First time applicants?
= Applicants with projects benefiting equity emphasis areas?
= Applicants applying for certain types of projects (ex., crossings or
speed reduction)?
= Applicants applying for certain cost categories of projects?
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Active Transportation Plan

Key Considerations

* Pedestrian crossings 100% o
. MORE THAN HALF (60%) OF PEDESTRIAN
« Driver speed BO% | ATALTIE AND SERIOUS U I 2012 (o)

« Target Zero: Safe System Approach 60% FR)'FRﬁ'iLCIYEg
« Equity 40%

OCCURRED ON ROADS WITHA
POSTED SPEED OVER

MILES
25k
HOUR

FROM 2010-2019

» Population centers 20%

« Connectivity before counts 0%

Equality

Replace with strategy that
lowers injury severity in the

event of a crash
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Make changes to how we design
and operate the road system,
vehicles, and programs 1 ’é

Personal protective equipment, e.g. protective
gear and helmets for motorcyclists

Hierarchy of Controls for Traffic Safety, adoptedfrom Hierarchy of ¢
and Health, 2017), transportation system examples added to graphic

Least
effective
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Driver speed and bike lane type

N
Best pra e sugge 5 ? | B
A A O A Separated Bike Lane
DO 0 SP 0 ould D
S or Shared Use Path
- 0 0 O 0 Ol O C g
ane to 3 id ‘
o
A 0 2 110 DIKe lane 0 | |
|
CXPE C % Bike Lane
Buffer Pref.
eel AllE a 10 0 g ( | | )
Ve orie e d O
LLI
5 F/ D L)
' j —J 0
) -
C‘ 9 =10 0 -
o 0
. 4 . WA 0 0 40 /
)z CAEEN SPEED MILES PER HOUR

A

7 WSDOT




A different direction for some projects

Portions of available funding are set aside based on type
of project: Speed management for injury minimization

Currently:
= most applications focus on crossings, sidewalks, bike lanes, and trails
» some attempt to address speeding (going over the speed limit)
= few applications propose speed limit reductions as a strategy
What keeps you from applying for funds to:
= |[ower posted speeds on roads in your community?
= support (with infrastructure) a lower posted speed on the roads in your

community?
HIT BY A VEHICLE HIT BY AVEHICLE HIT BY A VEHICLE
TRAVELING AT: TRAVELING AT: TRAVELING AT:
MPH MPH MPH [ Would you drive the lower speeds? }
RARARARARE | | ARRRAERE4E| | ARRRREREDA
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WSDOT Active Transportation Contacts

Active Transportation Division Staff

Barb Chamberlain
AT Division Director
barb.chamberlain@wsdot.wa.gov

Charlotte Claybrooke Brian Wood
AT Division Program Manager AT Division Program Specialist
claybrc@wsdot.wa.gov woodb@wsdot.wa.gov

Region Active Transportation Coordinators

Logan Cullums Maxwell Nelson
Southwest Region North Central Region
culluml@wsdot.wa.gov nelsonm@wsdot.wa.gov
Theresa Turpin Jerrold Compton
Olympic Region Eastern Region
turpint@wsdot.wa.gov compton@wsdot.wa.gov
Norene Pen Paul Gonseth
Northwest Region South Central Region

penn@wsdot.wa.gov gonsetp@wsdot.wa.gov




Links Referenced

Funding: WSDOT Active Transportation Programs

ATP Part 2: WSDOT Active Transportation Plan Part
2 2020 and Beyond | WSDOT (wa.gov)

Survey: Washington State Department of
Transportation Pedestrian and Bicycle Program and
Safe Routes to School Feedback Survey
(surveymonkey.com)

Bike Tools: Bikeway Selection Guide
Pedestrian Tools: WSDOT STEP Plan
20 mph zones: Neighborhood Safe Streets Act



https://wsdot.wa.gov/LocalPrograms/ATP/default.htm
http://engage.wsdot.wa.gov/active-transportation-plan/#:~:text=The%20WSDOT%20Active%20Transportation%20Plan%20is%20a%20way,going%20to%20get%20there%20in%20the%20coming%20years.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W8SS9G3
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/docs/fhwasa18077.pdf
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2019/02/19/WSDOT-STEP-ActionPlan_FINAL-Dec2018.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2013-14/Pdf/Bills/Session Laws/House/1045.SL.pdf?q=20211007083822

